
2024 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PERIODIC UPDATE 
June 15, 2023 Pierce County Regional Council Meeting
Tiffany Speir, City of Lakewood Long Range & Strategic Planning Manager
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The state Growth Management Act (GMA) requires counties and cities to periodically 

conduct a thorough review of their plan and regulations to bring them up to date with 

any relevant changes in the GMA and to respond to changes in land use and 

population growth.  See RCW 36.70A.130

Pierce County jurisdictionsô next periodic update deadline is December 31, 2024.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.130
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WA Land Use Planning

Growth Management Act and 
other State Statutes*

Multi-County Planning Policies 
(Vision 2050 in Central Puget Sound)

Countywide Planning Policies

Comprehensive Plan 

Development 
Regulations and 

Permitting 

*In recent years, the State Legislature has taken a more proactive position regarding governing housing 

planning and growth targets, resulting in less local discretion than has been the case historically.
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Pierce County Map of Rural Areas, 
Urban Growth Area, and 

Incorporated Areas (Cities & Towns)
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WA Comprehensive Planning 

The Growth Management Act (GMA) has 15 (as of 2023) goals related to the following ï

all of equal weight:

(1) Urban growth. 

(2) Reduce sprawl. 

(3) Transportation. 

(4) Housing.

(5) Economic Development.

(6) Property rights. 

(7) Permits. 

(8) Natural resource industries. 

(9) Open space and recreation. 

(10) Environment. 

(11) Citizen participation and 

coordination.

(12)  Public facilities and services. 

(13)  Historic preservation.

(14)  Climate Change and Resiliency.

(15)  Shorelines of the State.

Cities and Counties are required to include certain elements within their Comprehensive Plans:

(1) Land Use

(2) Housing (major update focus)                   

ïE2SHB 1220, E2SHB 1110, EHB 1337, others

(3) Capital Facilities

(4) Utilities

(5) Transportation

(6) Economic Development

(7) Parks & Recreation

(8) Shorelines of the State* - E2SHB 1181 

(9) Climate Change & Resiliency* - E2SHB 1181

*dependent on state funding to develop and adopt 

Local governments can also include optional elements, such as subarea plans or recreation.  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2021-22/Pdf/Bill Reports/House/1220-S2.E HBR FBR 21.pdf?q=20230605131755
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill Reports/House/1110-S2.E HBR FBR 23.pdf?q=20230605131842
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill Reports/House/1337.E HBR PL 23.pdf?q=20230605131904
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill Reports/House/1181-S2.E HBR FBR 23.pdf?q=20230605131939
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bill Reports/House/1181-S2.E HBR FBR 23.pdf?q=20230605131939
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Submit Comprehensive Plan to PSRC prior to submitting to the Department of Commerce 

2024 Comprehensive Plan Periodic Review Process
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JOINT ASSISTANCE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS FROM PSRC, COMMERCE, AND

MRSC RE 2024 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN PERIODIC UPDATE

https://www.psrc.org/our-work/passport-2044-comprehensive-plan-workshop-series
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/passport-2044-comprehensive-plan-workshop-series
https://www.psrc.org/our-work/passport-2044-comprehensive-plan-workshop-series
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WA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE GUIDANCE

General Checklists

ÅPeriodic Update Checklist for Fully-

Planning Cities ïUpdated April 2023 

(Word)

Critical Areas Regulations Checklist

ÅChecklist for Critical Areas ïDecember 

2022 (PDF)

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-

management/periodic-update/

PERIODIC UPDATE STATUS:  Counties and cities must be up-to-date with the requirements of the GMA, including the periodic 

update requirements, to be eligible for grants and loans from certain state infrastructure programs. Commerceôs Growth Management 

Services maintains a list of local governmentsô periodic update status and GMHB orders to help applicants and funding programs 

implement this requirement.

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/lzqh1lwfi2qn6drg964412r43tv780hh
https://deptofcommerce.box.com/s/5su5ugh9h5cmkv9oj1m3trjfql5r68c6
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
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PSRC COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CERTIFICATION

State law requires PSRC to certify 

local comprehensive plans for 

consistency with VISION 2050, 

the Regional Transportation Plan, 

and transportation-related planning 

requirements. Jurisdictions must have 

a certified or conditionally-certified plan 

to be eligible to compete for regional 

transportation funds.

Plan Review Manual

With the adoption of VISION 2050, PSRC 

updated its Plan Review Manual to reflect 

updated regional policies and provide details 

on how plans and policies are reviewed and 

certified. The manual provides guidance and 

VISION Consistency Tools for aligning plans 

and policies with VISION 2050 and 

requirements in state law.

Webinar with information on the process for submitting Comprehensive Plans for review and certification to the PSRC.

VISION 2050: Plan Review & Certification Program Slides - June 30, 2021

VISION 2050: Plan Review & Certification Program Webinar - June 30, 2021

https://www.psrc.org/node/27
https://www.psrc.org/node/42
https://www.psrc.org/media/3565

